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“Designated Soil and Water Conservation
Area” : Past Research, Present Strategy and

Future Direction

Yung-Chuan Ko Su-Chin Chen?

ABSTRACT Since “Designated Soil and Water Conservation Area Mapping and
Repeal Act” had promulgated on March 25., 1996, the Soil and Water Conservation
Bureau (SWCB) had investigated and proposed being 34 reservoir-watershed areas,
123 debris-flow areas and 54 landslide areas, Designated Soil and Water Conserva-
tion Area mapping projects. Till now, the SWCB had approved 59 projects and put
into implementation. Since the policy of Designated Soil and Water Conservation
Area restricts the rights of land use, it causes lots of inextricable problem in pro-
moting the policy. Besides, the Designated Soil and Water Conservation Area is one
of a few statutory areas with the concept of nature disaster risk management in
Taiwan. The executive offices or locals usually can’t recognize the essential of the
policy, which consequently increases the difficulty in its implementation. This
study discussed the essential of legislation and the problems encountered by the
Designated Soil and Water Conservation Area policy. Finally, the paper also illus-
trated the new strategies and proposed future directions of this policy.
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